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model, will require a risk adjustment
premium and further budget balancing.
And I defy any Member of the House to
explain to any of their constituency,
even pretty sophisticated people, why
this is an improvement for greater
transparency and accuracy.

The point is it’s continuing a side
show instead of working together on
what the American public wants. They
want a balanced solution. And if we
didn’t have the vast majority of the
people in the House and the Senate
pledging their fealty to an unelected
lobbyist, pledging never to increase
taxes, we could have moved with the
supercommittee and moved forward
and done something.
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It is time for us to stop the gim-
micks, maybe work together doing
what the American public wants so
that we can deal with avoiding a debt
crisis and get us launched on a path to
prosperity that the American public
would agree with.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
for the purposes of closing, I yield the
remainder of my time to the gentleman
from Florida, the author of this House
resolution, Mr. NUGENT.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida is recognized for
5% minutes.

Mr. NUGENT. I would like to thank
the chairman, Mr. RYAN, for allowing
me to speak and allowing me to close.
And I heard this is a sideshow. I don’t
think the American people see it as
that.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to offer a
resolution expressing the sense of the
House of Representatives that the pas-
sage of a fiscal year 2013 Federal budg-
et is of national importance. You’ve
heard it over and over again that this
is the 1,000th day, 1,000 days, Mr.
Speaker, since the Senate has not ful-
filled its obligation. Think about all
the things Americans have done and
been able to accomplish in the last
1,000 days, and yet the Senate has
failed to achieve this basic responsi-
bility under the Budget Act of 1974.

It’s astonishing. I've had two sons
graduate from college, two sons go to
war and come home again. Another son
got married in that time period. And in
that time, the citizens of Florida’s
Fifth Congressional District sent me to
Washington to do this job to work for
the American people.

That work undoubtedly includes
passing a budget, as this House did on
April 15 based on the leadership of
Chairman RYAN. The Senate, on the
other hand, hasn’t produced a budget
since 2009—I believe it’s April of 2009—
and didn’t even bother to propose a
budget this last year. The last time the
Senate passed the budget, the CBO pre-
dicted that the deficit for 2011 would be
$693 billion. In reality, it was twice, al-
most twice that, $1.3 trillion.

When I'm at home talking with peo-
ple in my district, they’re astounded
that the Senate has not passed a budg-
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et in almost 3 years. They can’t fathom
how we can operate without a budget.
In truth, Mr. Speaker, you’ve heard the
other side even say that we haven’t
been operating smoothly. When I first
got here, we had to do a CR. That’s be-
cause we haven’t done what we’re sup-
posed to do in the Senate and the
House. The American people know
that, and that’s reflected in our ap-
proval ratings.

You see, in the real world, Americans
routinely set budgets for themselves,
their families, and their businesses. I
had to set one when I was a sheriff. Un-
fortunately, the Senate doesn’t operate
in the real world. Rather, it has be-
come a legislative graveyard, even for
bills passed with bipartisan support.

The House, however, has acted. We’ve
passed 27 bipartisan jobs bills that have
been lost to the black hole that is the
Senate. Some of those bills received an
overwhelming majority of support. For
instance, H.R. 1070, the Small Company
Capital Formation Act, would allow
small businesses to capture more cap-
ital in the early stages of their forma-
tion, and that passed in this House
with 421 votes for and one opposed.
That’s a perfect example of legislation
that should be public law, and it isn’t
because it’s died in the Senate.

Now, I understand the Senate may
not agree with everything in our bills
that we pass, and that’s fine. That’s
how the Founding Fathers envisioned
it. But if you have objections, then put
forth your own proposals and allow the
normal process to work. Do not simply
sit on the sidelines and decry every
idea that comes out of the House of
Representatives—ideas that we put for-
ward.

In my opinion, there couldn’t be a
better example of putting politics be-
fore country than the Senate’s refusal
to pass a budget. Even those on the
other side have said, it’s a plan, we
have to have a direction. That’s what
we ask. We don’t have to agree on that
direction; but at the end of the day, we
have to have something to set our ap-
propriators free to work with within
the confines.

Rather than show Americans what
priorities are, rather than show what
they’re willing to spend, where they
want to cut and how much they want
to increase taxes, and whether they be-
lieve our colossal debt is even an issue,
the Senate has instead insisted on
punting this issue entirely. This is not
only a disservice to the American peo-
ple; but, frankly, it’s irresponsible. And
when you hear them say the Repub-
licans in the Senate are blocking a
budget, you can’t filibuster a budget in
the Senate. The rules do not allow for
it. So they could, if they wanted to, do
their job and assist the American peo-
ple in figuring out where they stand on
issues of great national importance.
Once again, we talked about spending,
taxes, and how we move forward.

The Senate Democrats had the super-
majority in the Senate, control of the
House and the White House and still
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didn’t pass a budget. I don’t think it’s
too much to ask the Senate to produce
a budget. I know Americans don’t
think so either.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
RYAN) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 516.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 4 o’clock and
15 minutes p.m.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1173, FISCAL RESPONSI-
BILITY AND RETIREMENT SECU-
RITY ACT OF 2011

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 112-375) on the resolution (H.
Res. 522) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1173) to repeal the CLASS
program, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on questions previously
postponed. Votes will be taken in the
following order:

The motion to suspend the rules and
adopt House Resolution 516, by the
yeas and nays;

The motion to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 2070, by the yeas and nays;
and

The motion to instruct on H.R. 3630,
by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.
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